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STATE IDEOLOGY, SCIENCE, AND PSEUDOSCIENCE IN RUSSIA:
BETWEEN THE COSMOS AND THE EARTH

By Baasanjav Terbish

“Baasanjav Terbish is offering us an impressive and
original analysis on how parascience, ideology, and

State Ideology, Science, nationalism articulate in Russia’s regions. This book

and Pseudoscience in invites us to take seriously what is too often dismissed
: as marginal, and study how much everyday political
Russia legitimacy in Russia is rooted in meaning-producing

eclectic ideologies that combine New Age religion,
local folklore, and nationhood narratives.”

—NMarlene Laruelle, George Washington University

“Between the Cosmos and the Earth synthesizes Russia's
ideological projects and intellectual experiments
across history, geography, and regime. With its case
study of the Russian republic of Kalmykia, a small,
Buddhist-practicing region on the country's southern
steppe, this book takes a novel approach to
understanding how the Russian state has legitimated
itself in the past and today. The end result is wide-
ranging and erudite, offering a new perspective on
how contemporary Russia has been shaped by its
ethnic and ideational diversity.”

£

Between the Cosmos and the Earth

Baasanjav Terbish

—FEdward C. Holland, University of Arkansas

ABOUT THIS BOOK

Russia is defined by its past legacies, including Soviet state ideology and the intellectual movements of Russian
cosmism and Eurasianism. This book recounts the histories of these legacies and the ongoing search for a unifying
state-controlled narrative in contemporary Russia, drawing on the evolution of ideas across time and space.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Baasanjav Terbish is affiliated researcher at the Mongolia and Inner Asia Studies Unit of the University of
Cambridge.
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