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“Baasanjav Terbish has produced a much-needed overview and thorough analysis of the most 

secret chapters in the long history of the Mongols from the empire of Genghis Khan through 

the eras of Buddhism and socialism into the twenty-first century of globalization. The author 

offers a political history of Mongolia through sexuality. With a careful examination of the textual 

evidence of nine centuries combined with an astute insider’s knowledge of Mongolian language 

and culture, Sex in the Land of Genghis Khan: From the Times of the Great Conqueror to Today is 

an excellent anthropological and historic work of tremendous importance that only a Mongolian 

scholar could produce. The book is well written, interesting, and, above all, very important.” 

—JACK WEATHERFORD, author of The Secret History of the Mongol Queens

“In his newest book, Terbish offers an excellent survey of sexual issues throughout Mongol 

history. He covers a variety of subjects, including the roles and status of women in society, 

homosexuality, prostitution, sexual repression, and the views of Buddhism, shamanism, and 

Islam toward sex. This work will inspire others to pursue research on additional details of such 

often-neglected topics.”  —MORRIS ROSSABI, author of Khubilai Khan: His Life and Times

“As mirrors of social life, Terbish argues, ideas of sexuality and sexual practices continually 

shift over time. Embedded within religious, political, and gender ideologies, sexuality provides 

us with a unique vantage point from which to understand a given society. Tracing Mongolian 

sexual practices through a vast compendium of material ranging from the thirteenth century 

to the present, this book fills an important gap in both Mongolian studies and sexuality stud-

ies. In challenging contemporary ideologies of ethnicity and cultural purity, Sex in the Land of 

Genghis Khan also makes a crucial contribution to modern imaginaries of national belonging.” 

—FRANCK BILLÉ, University of California, Berkeley

BAASANJAV TERBISH is an affiliated researcher at the Mongolia and Inner Asia Studies Unit of 

the University of Cambridge. 
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